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WHY OUGHT NOT THE JEWS TO BE EMAN.- 
CIPATED 


(Concluded from No. 4.) 


To argue from prophecy and scriptural facts, is a legitimate 
proceeding, and I animadverted, in my last communication, 
not on the application, but on the misapplication of the scrip- 
tural texts produced by the writer ‘“ on the state of the Jews 
in Poland,” against the claims of the Jews to emancipation. 
A less legitimate character belongs to another mode of argu- 
‘mentation, employed by the same writer, and for which I find 
no designation fitter than that of ‘* the historico symbolical.” 
A Roman emperor, Julian, surnamed the apostate, for his 
renunciation of Christianity, on relapsing into the Polytheism 
of Rome, undertook, from alleged motives of ill will against the 
Christians, to rebuild the temple of Jerusalem for the service 
of the Jews. The work was interrupted by subterranean fires, 
and relinquished in consequence of the sudden death of the 
imperial projector. This furnishes the reviewer inthe Foreign 
Quarterly with the following splendid application of historico- 
symbolical logic. ‘‘ False philosophy, not unlike the apostate 
emperor of old, has only made another unsuccessful experi- 
ment of its strength, in trying, as it were, by underhand iealiee, 
to rebuild the ancient temple of Jerusalem, upon the ruins of 
which has been raised that church against which the powers 
of hell shall not prevail * * * A thousand apostate 
emperors will labour in vain to rebuild that temple of whose 
foundations it was predicted, that no stone should remain. 
Warburton, in Julian, contains a perfect analysis of the entire 
story of the attempt to rebuild the temple by that emperor. 

us Marcellinus, an unquestioned authority, states the 
fact; and Gibbon owns the story stood equally confirmed by 
Pagan and Christian authorities. We are decidedly, after 


diligent examination, in favour of the miraculous intervention. 
The true believer will not require from us any proofs of this: 
a few words on the subject will satisfy him, though to false 
ic A their real purport will ever remain unintelligible.” 
—Fage 

Abstracting from the humble manner in which the principle 
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in the above story is begged; abstracting from the objections 
raised by Basnage and Lardner, two famous Christian authori- 
ties, whom it is easy to call but difficult to prove “ false . 
philosophers,” against the veracity of the ‘*‘ unquestioned ” 
Ammianus Marcellinus; leaving undiscussed the plausible 
grounds on which Minter, another great Christian writer, 
accounts in a very plain manner, for this astounding miracle: 
I confine myself to a consideration of the dame and impotent 
conclusion at which it pleases our writer to jump, from the 
assumption of the fact. | 

Hecause this temple, (argues this true philosopher), never 
rose into existence, though its erection was contemplated, no- 
thing is clearer than the awful, portentuous warning, thus pro- 
clainied in symbolical language to all subsequent generations, 
against ever admitting. the Jews into the rights of political 
existence! But, had that attempt to rebuild the temple on 
Moriah been as pure a Jewish undertaking, as it certainly was 
a project got up to serve, at least, in part, heathen purposes ; 
even then, its failure would no more legitimately entail political 
inferiority on the Jews who inhabit the various civilised 
countries of the present world; than the signal and “‘ unques- 
tioned ” failure which attended the thoroughly Christian enter- 
prise of the Crusades, ought to be claimedas a proof that God had 
thereby symbolically declared the Christians, for ever and aye, 
unfit to become free citizens of the respective lands of their 
birth ! 

If there was nothing particularly happy in the reviewer's 
treatment of Jewish affairs in general, we need not expect him 
to make a better display, when treating of the Jews in Poland 
especially. 

Tt certainly ought not to affect the position of our brethren 
in Western and Central Europe, if the state of moral degra- 
dation really did exist, in the degree stated by the ‘‘ Reviewer,”’ 
among the Jews in Poland. Our argument, indeed, would be 
served by admitting it, because if the same race, following the 
same religion, Aas attained in the west of Europe the degree 
of civilization attained by the rest of its inhabitants; it can be 
due only to the social and political maltreatment to which the 


| Jews are subjected in Eastern Europe, that they cannot keep 
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equal pace with their occidental brethren. But the question ) f 


is, are his statements correct? or rather, which of them? for 
the desire to overcharge his colours has so confounded the 
contributor to the ** Foreign Quarterly,” that it 1s exceedingly 
difficult to determine which of the jarring statements scattered 
over the few pages of this suicidal article, are really those by 
which the writer has been guided in his judgment on the 
character of the people he pourtrays. Reconcile, who may, the 
following contradictory assertions, flung together, at hap 
hazard, in the same paper, and, in some instances, on the same 
page, though completely at antipodes in their consequences. 
‘* The education of a Polish Jew begins when he is four years 
old, and his mind is so early defiled by the impure disquisitions 
of the Talmud, that he becomes unable to entertain-any senti- 
ment with regard to the other sex but that of the grossest 
description.” —{ Page 254), and four lines further on, ‘* Marriage 
is to them an absolute obligation, and this may be the cause 
that profligacy is so rare amongst them.”—({Page 254.) How 
strange! The same Talmudic influence renders people unable 
to entertain any sentiments but those of the grossest descrip- 
tion, and still prevents them from being profligates!. If the 
Talmud possess such powers, would it not be philanthropic 
to recommend its study and observance in quarters where acts 
are daily committed, indicative of ertreordinary grossness of 
sentiment, and where arch profligacy at the same _ time 
exists in a fnghtful degree? The tsolatedness of the Polish 
Jews from the rest of the country’s inhabitants is expatiated 
on page 247, in those terms of disparagement to the Jews, 
which form the characteristic feature of the whole production ; 
and this estrangement is declared not to be “ the result of 
any want of efforts on the part of the Government to amalga- 
mate.the Jews with the nation at large, but chiefly to the 
exclusive egotistical soul inherent in the Jewish people.” 
Let this diatribe be contrasted with the Reviewer's own senti- 
ments on the subject of amalgamation, as expounded in the 
following ‘‘ morceau’ of political philosophy, offered on page 
243.  ‘* The member of a state must not only be united 
bodily to it, but his very soul must be merged in it, and he 
must be absolutely a Christian:” and it will certainly appear 
strange that the propounder of such doctrines should deem 
himself at liberty to quarrel with the Polish Jews for their 
aversion to amalgamation. The same paper states, on page 
254, ** that’ but few Polish Jews are acquainted with the 
Hebrew language.” We know better, and every student of 
Hebrew literature knows better, and to judge from the follow- 
ing romantic description, on page 246, of a Jewish innkeeper's 
evening amusements, the writer of the review himself knows 
better, For he says: “ after having consumed the day in 
serving his customers with wine, brandy or beer, calculating 
all the while what may be his gains from some drunken 
peasant upon corn, hay and wood, or the sale or purchase of 


old clothes, the Polish Jew will shut himself up at night in | 


his narrow closet, which does not even offer him the benefit 
of quiet, and refresh himself by studying for hours the treasures 
of Rabbinical lore. He will first plunge into the voluminous 
Talmud, and endeavour to silence his conscience—for he has 
still a conscience—by its subtleties; then he will take a flight 
in Cabbala, and review the most important questions on the 
nature of soul and body, their connexion, the mystery of 
creation, kc, _ Nor does he omit to sharpen his talent for dis- 
— by the metaphysics of Aristotle, as expounded by 
Maimonides, or by the Hebrew version of Euclid.” What a 
scene is this! Is all this really enacted in the garret of a 
erazy Polish hovel, oris it the high arched, narrow, gothic hall 
of Gothe’s Faust, to which the airy imagination of the wonder- 
loving reviewer takes a flight, to be refreshed by the famous 
German Doctor’s soliloquy 
“ Habe nun, ach! philosophie 
Juristerey und medicin, 
Und leider auch theologie, 
Durchaus studirt, mit heissem Bemiihn.” 

Or is it altogether moonshine ?—“ Such is still the ordinary 
Polish Jew, and such he was a thousand years back,” says the 
reviewer, Now, in sober earnest, how does the ordi 
Polish Jew, who certainly cannot be accounted one of the 


ew acquainted with the Hebrew language, 
and study any of the above catalogue of books, in tan 
standing of whose contents would puzzle, 
keeper unacquainted with Hebrew, but, oe 
think, the erudite Reviewer of the three boo ims - 
Reviewer would aa ire the this difficulty on the sa 

plan that assisted him before. 
decidedly, after a in favor 

e miraculous intervention.” —Fage 
those false philosophers” for whom 
may not appear satisfactory, will come to the dis 2 ~~ 
conclusion, that a Reviewer, though erfectly free from “ 
charge of having an “ unchristian soul, and medi not “ y 
tolerated, but perfectly emancipated, may 
his prejudice to run pt. ao his judgment, and be betraye 
‘riting egregious absurdities. 
is due to those sinister hints about the 
subtleties of the Talmud, which silence the conscience, which 
allow and command all kinds of mental reservation 1 the 
transactions of the Jews with the Goyim or Gentiles.’ Phat 
such is the tendency of the Talmud will, without doubt, ever be 
indignantly negatived by the Jew, nor will it be conceded by 
the impartial Gentile, conversant with the spirit of the Talmud 
and those Rabbinical commentaries and codes based upon it. 
This is not the place to examine into the character of that 
remarkable work, uor to enquire what relation its contents 
bear to the Israelites of the present day—but admitting the 
absolute swav the Talmudic doctrines have obtained over the 
minds of the Jews in Poland, the. direct question is, whether 
the Rabbinical code allows any mental reservation in transac- 
tions with Gentiles? for such is the invidious charge. 
Let the following Rabbinical quotations furnish the reply :— 
‘‘ It is forbidden to deceive the children of men, in purchase 
or sale, it is forbidden in any way to overreach any man: so 
that if there be any defect in an article offered for sale, the 
purchaser must be made acquainted therewith, though he be a 
worshipper of the stars.” (Choshan Hamishpat, 228.6, see 
the gloss.: ‘* Israelites and Heathens are considered equal 
in this matter.’"—Comp. Talm. Chal. 94 a.) 

“Every one having commerce with us, deserves to be 
treated as a brother: hence it +s forbidden to take advantage 
of a Goi. A Jew who practises dishonesty towards a Goi, 
desecrates Heaven, on whose. laws he brings disgrace; a Jew 
who robs or deceives a Goi, will surely do the same towards a 
Jew.” 

Seder Eliahu Rabba, c. 26. 

Extracts from the Rabbins might be multiplied far beyond 
the reach of my space or time, to substantiate that the Jew 
who deviates from the path of rectitude in his concerns with 
Non-Jews, does so in spite of the Rabbinical code, but not, 
as the writer in the Quarterly” would have us believe, 
under the protection of Talmudical subtleties, between which 
term and the above plain and conscientious rules, there is 
certainly not the least affinity, 

So little does the writer ‘t on the Polish Jews” care about 
making his means subservient to the ends he is contending for, 
provnnes he can find something to blame, that he himself 

ears the most favorable testimony, unwillingly, of course, to 
the effects of the Jewish religion on the minds of that much 
abused portion of our brethren. A dozen times, at least, he 
harps on the worn-out strings of Jewish avarice, and Jewish 
thirst of gain; speaks of the efforts made by every Polish Jew 
for the acquirement of wealth; and subsequently tells us that, 
when adversity befalls the Jew, he meets it with astonishing 
indifference, he being enppanted by his firm beliefin the coming 
ofa Messiah. It must be granted that this hope is solely the 
product of his religious belief, and ought to be set down to 
the credit of the system ; but can anyone conceive of a more 
beneficent influence than that which stimulates to action and 
perseverance for the achievement of earthly advantages, and, 
at the same time, administers sweet-consolation to the drooping 
heart when it is stricken by adversity, than that, in fact, 
which produces precisely the recorded effects of the Jewish 
religion on the minds of its followers? Can a system capable 
of working so much good in the various conditions of ptos- 
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perity and of woe, really deserve the obloquy cast upon it by 
the very man who states these results? But it is the well 
known fate of writers who deal in the sophistical that only as 
long as they soar in the lofty realms of generalities, have the 

their movements free, and play with the reader at will; so 
soon, however, as they descend to dignified particulars, their 
nakedness is discovered, their weakness becomes manifest, and 
their defeat certain; the article under my notice fully illus- 
trates this truth. As if determined to give the whole ‘purport 
of his paper the death blow with his own merciless ‘wall 4 after 
having poured forth vollies of abuse against the Jews of Poland 
and Russia, and against everything belonging to them, as though 
they were a disgrace to the soil on which they vegetate, the 
Reviewer concludes with this conciliatory confession, ‘ that 
the Jew, however degraded, is still superior to a Russian 
subject, even to a noble.” Now, if this is the case, then why, 
I would ask this conscientious advocate of truth, why expend 
so much ire upon three millions of people, who, on his own last 
confession, are better than their forty-seven millions of Gentile 
countrymen, nobles included? How happy should ve feel, 
if men as little inclined to flatter us as the Reviewer of the 
three works seems desirous to flatter the Jews of Poland or any 
other country, were to declare ws to be so much better than 
our neighbours! I bid the article adieu, having followed its 
heroes as far as Volhynia and shall decline accompanying 
the Rev. Samuel into Daghestan, because—the subject of his 
travels does not bear on my purpose, and because the informa- 
tion communicated in this portion of the article, is contained, 
with very learned and profitable additions, in Nos. 13, 14, 
and 19 of the erudite Dr. Fiirst’s Orient, where is also stated 
the degree of credence due to the Rev. Missionary’s discoveries 
respecting the ten tribes. The notices on the Chasidim 

Frankists, and Caraites of Poland and Russia need not occupy 
me, because these sects have no representatives among the. 
Jews of these parts, and also because the accounts given of 
them in the Foreign Quarterly are very meagre, and _ rest 
entirely upon stale as well as incompetent authority. The 
well known and instructive ‘* Allgemeine Zeitung des Juden- 
thums”’ of last year, and the “‘ Orient” of the present year, 
have inserted several articles of profound interest on the exami- 
nation into the principles of the Chasidim and of the Caraites. 
Just a few words on a passage contained in the “ Quarterly,” 
touching the Frankists, and solely interesting by the contradic- 
tion it. gives to. a fact, on which somebody constructed a fearful 
charge of blood against the whole Jewish people, in a letter 
signed T. J. C., and addressed to the ** Times,” on the 2d of 
October last year. The paragraph in the ‘“ Quarterly” runs 
thus :—‘‘ Both parties—the Frankists and the Rabbinites— 
were summoned before the Ecclesiastical Court of Lemberg, 
and subjected to a singular trial. They were commanded to 
hold a public disputation on the merits of their respective 
tenets, aud the defeated party was to embrace Christianity. 
Frank acknowledged himself vanquished, and was accordingly 
baptized with his followers; the most distinguished persons 
in the country standing as Godfathers.’”—Page 257. This, 
compared with the assertion in the letter to the ‘ Times,” 
wherein the whole argument against the Jews rested on the 
assumed victory of the Frankists, shows that the truth or un- 
truth of the facts and arguments advanced is alike indifferent 
to people who have a prejudice to feed, and a malevolent 
inclination to gratify, 

If the disciple of Chiarini, Hyman, Isaacs, and Jacob 
Samuel, have any better reasons to offer for his political opposi- 
tion to the Jews, let us hear and be instructed; clear it is, 
that ail he hag sent into this breathing world by medium of the 
“* Foreign Quarterly,” only proves—that there is mo reason 
why the Jews of agent, against whose moral conduct, whose 
importance as members of society, or whose loyalty to the 
Sovereign and to the land of their birth, no exception what- 
evercan be made, should be curtailed of those rights which 
it is their proudest ambition to exercise for the benefit of the 
common and beloved mother country; and that a cause must 
be bad, which palms upon the public counterfeit prophecies, 
idle stories about warning phenomena, and incorrect and con- 
tradictory statements about men in the far East—instead of 
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bringing forward solid and pertinent arguments, built upon 
uncontroverted facts and upon reason, such as alone would befit 
the dignity of the subject, the dignity of the enlightened 
public before whom such subjects are discussed; and, I add, 
as alone would befit the dignity of so respectable and 
learned a periodical as the “ Foreign Quarterly Review.” | 
gladly join in the concluding ejaculation of the article, the 
merits of which I deemed it mght to discuss in this Jewish 
record, and say with its writer, ‘* As yet struggles the twelfth 
hour of the night, birds of darkness are on the wing, spectres 
rise up, the Toad walk, the living dream. Thou, eternal 
Providence, wilt cause the day to dawn.”’—(Richter’s Hesperus. | 
Manchester, ov. 30, 1841. 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A’ SEMINARY 
COLLEGE, FOR THE TRAINING OF A 
JEWISH MINISTRY. 


(Continued from No. 5.) 


ON OR 


Our last article on this subject, promised the following 
extracts from our printed address, circulated in Dec. 1840, 
at the meeting held to determine upon the nature of the 
Montefiore testimonial. | 


“It must be needless to point attention to the lamentable 
dearth of spiritual information exhibited in every direction, 
especially among the British Jews; for its consequences are 
but too manifest in the indifference and laxity of observance 
which are the reproach of one great portion of our community, 
while the rest are stigmatised as mere zealots, unable to Justify 
their unenquiring adherence. Without discussing all the 
causes which have tended to this state of things, it will be 
admitted on all hands, that the anomalous state of our ministry 
demands our first consideration. It has, indeed, and not 
unreasonably been doubted, whether the English congregations 
can be said to. have a ministering clergy properly so called. 
With a few honourable, but partial, exceptions, the gentlemen 
styled reverend by courtesy, are selected rather for their 
vocal capabilities than with any thing like a consistent regard to 
what qualifies for sacred functions. Can it then be wondered at, 
that our places of worship are deserted, when the service 
is not decorously. conducted, and when there are no duly 
ordained preachers to explain the duties enjoined, and the 
hallowed privileges conferred by that Divine Code whiclr is 
our national inheritance ? Whatever may be the notions abroad 
upon the important nature of our own mission and its duties— 
our future destiny, and the world’s expectations therefrom— 
one truth is clear—the first step towards making religion 
respected, is to provide that its teachers be respectable. Le' 
us look around, and be shamed into propriety by those who 
have received at our hands ‘ the law and the testimony,” and 
who display a consistent regard for the duties of promulgating 

‘‘ While we were a persecuted and despised people, it was 
indeed but too natural, that the all-engrossing cares of 
defending our system against dangers from without, would 
leave ue biind:to the abuses which inadvertence had permitted 
to spring up within the very temple of our worship. In 
those days, however, these abuses concerned ourselves alone, 
for our habits and opinions shared the obscurity to which we 
were ourselves restricted. Not so now, the public gaze is 
on our every movement:—for a more just and enlightened 
olicy has succeeded ; the avenues to usefulness and distinction 
ore been thrown open to all; reaction has inevitably ensued ; 
and the generous aspirations of noble minds among us have 
borne forward upon the stage, not only these our leaders, but 
all connected with them. * 

‘* Such is the present position of Israel. A religious ferment 
is everywhere manifest, tossing to and fro “ the nations of the 
earth,” all looking with anxiety to the state and prospects of 
God’s peculiar people.’’ true, that events have con- 
tributed towards this prominence of our position; but have 
we not sought after it assiduously, and shall we remain 
unmindful of the responsibility which it brings, and the 


consequences to ourselves and others which it involves ? 
* * 
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‘Let it not be imagined that this is some visionary and _ 
undigested scheme; for on occasions far less propitious, the | 
proposition has been advanced in various quarters, with the | 
design to ascertain the general feeling; and it may be safely 
declared, that all classes are alive to the urgency of the case, : 
and disposed, even in ordinary circumstances, liberally to _ 
contribute towards the provision of a remedy. It 1s gratifying | 
to believe, that there will be found no want of religiously 
trained, and classically educated youths, whose parents would © 
proudly dedicate them to so eligible and distinguished a | 
calling, as would be afforded by the due station of the 
Jewish ministry. 

‘“Itis generally known, that some efforts to establish a species | 
of seminary in London were made, with the best intentions, 
last year. The field which it was sought to occupy, was 
however far too narrow, and even though misconception had 
not prevented success, the time was not then ripe for the 
association of all parties, a condition so eminently desirable 
for such an undertaking. Suilice it to say, that all that was | 
valuable and practical in that attempt, will be found available 
still. In Germany likewise, a powerful effort was made about | 
the same period, to adapt to one of its Universities, certain | 
professorships with the same object; but besides essential | 
difficulties, our brethren on the continent have to encounter | 
those virulent prejudices on the part of their neighbours, which | 
will happily not impede our efforts. Here again, the spirit 
exhibited by our German brethren, leaves no doubt of their | 
cheerfully rendering to us, in case of need, the truly useful 
aid which they are well qualified to give. 

‘If then we determine on forming the Montefiore Institution, 
its first fruits will be what we most urgently need,—competent 
professors and teachers of the religion of God: beyond this, | 
it 38 unnecessary to aim at present; but ‘we may reasonably 
look forward to the period, when the constituents thus collected 
and prepared, shall form an unimpeachable ecclesiastical go-— 
cernment which shall be recognised for all consistent purposes. | 
The impatience of the laity might thus be restrained, and 
unhappy schisms prevented: for the zeal however fervid is 
misdirected, which, itself unauthorised, condemns what is at 
least established. 

‘* Each party deems the general ignorance to be the sole_ 
impediment to reformation according to its peculiar standard ; | 
but if all thus recognise the evils of this wide spread ignorance, 
why not unite for its removal? And when intelligence shall be 
increased and disseminated, it is certain that all views and all 
doctrines will find their just level.” 


(The subject will be Continued. ) 


MDA THE FESTIVAL OF INAUGURATION. 


This festival, which commemorates the preservation of 
the national existence, and the liberation of the Jews from 
oppression the most galling and inhuman, is celebrated dur- 
ing eight days, commencing on the twenty-fifth day of the 
month Kislevy. As the historical events, the memory of which 
this festival perpetuates, are most important to every Jew, it 
will be necessary to present our ps a with a short review, 
from the annals of our ancestors, concerning this period of 
deep national calamity and suffering, from which a merciful 
God vouchsafed to deliver our fathers. | 

Such a review of Jewish History, from the rebuilding 
of the second temple, (commenced A.M. 3408,) traces 
the most eventful incidents in the order of their occurrence 
viz. the visit and adoration of Alexander the Great: the 
conquest of Judea by Ptolemy, king of Egypt; its alternate 
subjugation by Syro-Grecians, and Egyptians; the effects 
of Grecian manners, their vices, and ido atry; the contest 
for the hierarchy between two abandoned men, and the 
tumult which ensued; of this tumult history goes on to 
say, that report magnified it into a deliberate revolt of 
the whole nation against Antiochus. He marched without 
delay to Jerusalem, put to death in three days forty 
thousand of the inhabitants, and seized as many more 
to be sold as slaves. He next entered the temple; and, 


having stripped it of its consecrated utensils and other trea. | 
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res. he caused unclean animals to be sacrificed, and every 
oat ‘of the temple to be desecrated with the most secon 
leflement: Nor was this sufficient to satisfy his cruelty an 
fanaticism: He determined to exterminate the whole Hebrew 
race: and the dreadful edict was entrusted to Apollonius, by 
whom it was executed with as cruel dispatch as the most 
sanguinary tyrant could desire. Apollonius waited tilt the 
Sabbath, when the whole people were occupied in their 
peaceful religious duties. He then let loose his — 
against the unresisting multitude, slew the men and seize 
all the women as captives. He proceeded to pillage, and ther 
to dismantle the city, which he set on fire in many places : 
he threw down the walls, and built a strong fortress on the 
highest part of Mount Zion, which commanded the temple and 
all the rest of the city. From this garrison he harassed all the 
people of the country, who stole in with fond attachment to 
visit the ruins, or to offer a hasty and interrupted sR in 
the place of the sanctuary. For all the public services aad 
ceased, and no voice of adoration was heard in the holy city, 
unless that of the profane heathen calling on his idols. ‘The 
persecution did not end here : Antiochus issued an edict for 
uniformity of ype throughout his dominions, and dis- 
patched officers into all parts to enforce rigid compliance with 
the decree. Jerusalem, conspicuous above all other places, 
was exposed to the utmost fury of the royal bigot. The statue 
of Jupiter Olympius, to whom the temple had been dedicated, 
was erected on the altar of burnt-offerings. Every rite of the 
Mosaic law and worship was strictly prohibited under pain of 
death,—a_ penalty which many willing victims incurred. The 
Book of Maccabees records the sufferings and the fortitude 
of an oppressed people. We refer to its pages, and to those 
of leudlied: for a detail of cruelties which we shudder to 
insert in our own. ‘The licentious orgies of the Bacchanalia 


were substituted for the national festival of the tabernacles. 


The reluctant Jews were forced to join in these disgracefal 
riots. Whoever resisted met with instant death; and total 
extermination, or abandonment of their holy law was the 
alternative offered to every Hebrew. . 

Thus on the verge of apostasy, ruin, and extermination, 
nothing could avert the fate which threatened our ancestors, 


when it pleased the Divine Providence to interpose and to - 


save the remnant of his people: not indeed by a direct and 


miraculous intervention as in days of old; but by pouring. 


forth the spirit of zeal and patriotism; awakening in the minds 
of virtuous men that noble daring which leads them to conquer 
or to die, and that generous and true valour which considers 
life of no value unless devoted to the cause of God and of 
their fatherland. Such were the sentiments which induced 
the aged Mattathias to raise the sword against the fell op- 


pressors of his people, which prompted his five sons nobly to. 


stake their lives in defence of their faith, and to free their 
injured brethren from the ruthless tyranny of their cruel 
persecutor. One by one they fell willing sacrifices to their 
most sacred cause; but their noble blood was not poured 
forth in vain. Civil and religious freedom, peace, and the 
undisturbed worship of the one true God, were the glorious 
rewards of their toils, their dangers, and their death. And 
if Scotland justly glories in her Wallace; if Gustavus Vasa 
in Sweden, William Tell in Switzerland, have merited the 
gratitude of their people and the admiration of osterity: if 
the glorious names of these great men, their noble struggles 
and heroic devotion, command the sympathies, and share 
the veneration of every true friend of humanity ; that sympathy 
and veneration is in a much higher degree due to Tales 
eee and ae worthy brethren, the glorious protétypes 
© all who, in after-ages, merited the blessi 

n Modin, a village of Judea, on an eminence, commandi 

a view of the sea, lived Mattathias, an 
sacerdotal line, with his five sons Joannan, Simon Judas, 
Eleazar, and J onathan,—all in the prime of life. He often 
lamented before his sons the wretched state of their people 
and was accustomed to say that it was far more noble to 
sacrifice their lives in defence of their. religion, their laws 
and their country, than to live as apostates and slaves. The 
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opportunity of vindicating his principles, and of proving that 
they were those of his soul, not merely of his lips, was soon 
afforded to him. Apelles, a royal officer, arrived at Modin, 
to enforce the edict for abolishing the religion and laws of the 
Jews. He first applied to Mattathais, the man whose priestly 
birth and high moral character gave him the first rank in the 
place, and the influence of whose example would insure willing 
obedience to the decree of Antiochus. Threats and promises 
were alike resorted to by Apelles, but in vain. Mattathias 
nobly replied, that, though every other person submitted, 
he would rather die than forsake the laws of the great God 
of Israel, and exhorted his five sons to follow his example. 
The altercation which ensued became aggravated by an 
apostate, who, in the presence of his indignant countrymen, 


sacrificed ‘to the idols whose worship the royal decree com- 


manded. He fell by the hand of Mattathias; Apelles himself 
and his attendants were attacked and slain, and the men of 
Modin retired to the mountains. Many true and zealous Jews 


joined them, and rallied round the standard of freedom which 


Mattathias and his sons erected. Success attended their 
undertakings, which were conducted with equal enterprise 
and discretion. For a time Mattathias and his followers lay 
hidden in the mountain fastnesses ; and, as opportunity offered, 
attacked the towns, destroyed the heathen altars, enforced 
circumcision, re-established synagogues for public worship, 
and drove off such of the king's officers as were appointed 
to enforce idolatry. 

The venerable Mattathias did not long survive these first 
successes. 
valiant of his sons, Judas surnamed ‘3D, ‘* Maccabzus.”’ It 
is supposed this name was given from the inscription of his 
banner, the initials of the words » Who is 
like unto thee among the Gods, O Lord?” (Exodus xv. 11.) 


The new leader proved himself well worthy ot the paternal 
confidence, and fully equal to the exigencies of those stirring | 


times. Having tried his soldiers by many gallant adventures, 
surprising many cities which he garrisoned and fortified, as 
places of refuge to his oppressed brethren, Judas at length 
determined to meet the enemy in the field. Apollonius, 
Governor of Samaria, who marched against him, was totally 
defeated. He himself fell in single combat with Judas, who 


took his sword as a trophy, which ever after he used in battle. 


Seron, Governor of Ceelo-Syria, was next defeated by Judas 
with great slaughter. 

Antiochus, informed that the people whom he had so long 
oppressed with impunity had at length been goaded into 
resistance, sent forth a formidable army of forty thousand foot 
and seven thousand horse. In their train came numerous 
slave merchants; for the royal will of Antiochus had decided 
that the conquered Jews should be sold, in order to replenish 
his exhausted treasuries. Tio meet this formidable host, Judas 
could number but six thousand followers. In strict conformity 
with the commands of the law, he proclaimed that whosoever 
had married wives, planted vineyards, built houses, or was 
fearful, should retire.* Half his forces availed themselves of 
the permission. With those few who remained, the consum- 
mate generalship of Judas, under providence, obtained a 
decisive victory. The rich booty of the camp fell into the 
hands of the Jews, who, with just retribution, sold for slaves 
as many of the slave merchants as they could find. Numerous 
other battles were fought with similar good success. The) 
next year the king’s lieutenant, Lysias, appeared in person at 
the head of sixty thousand foot and five thousand horse. 
Judas marched forth to meet him at the head of ten thousand 
Jews, defeated him, and forced him to retreat. | 

Thus triumphant, victors in every well-contested field, Judas 
and his ant followers ente Jerusalem. Freedom of 
conscience, and the undisturbed worship of their God, had 
been the potent motives which made them draw the sword 
against their haughty and bigoted oppressors. Crowned with 
success, they now prepared to restore that worship to its 
ancient purity and splendour. They found the gates of the 
temple Lenni, and the sanctuary abandoned; shrubs and 
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Dying, he entrusted the command to the most | 
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weeds covered’ the courts, and desolation had spread 
its ruthless hand over every part of the splendid pile. ith 
tearful eyes, but heartfelt gratitude, Judas and his men 
commenced the task of repairing, cleansing, and consecrating 
the sacred buildings. The holy utensils, the table of shew- 
bread, the candlesticks, and the altar of incense, all pure gold, 
were made anew, and replaced in the sanctuary; and the 
temple was again inaugurated, on the twenty-fifth day of the 
third month, precisely three years after its profanation and 
pillage by Antiochus. The Talmud (treatise, Sabbath, chap. 
li.) relates, that when every preparation for the inauguration 
was completed, no consecrated oil could be found for the 
sacred lights; and the scrupulous Judas justly feared to 
contaminate the Piven of the temple by using oil which had 
been defiled by idolaters. In this strait, a small jar of oil with 
the seal of a former High Priest, still inviolate, was found ; 
and though the quantity which it contained was barely sufli- 
cient once to light the sacred lamps, yet, by the special blessing 
of the Deity, it proved sufficient for the consumption of a 
whole week; during which period new oil was obtained, and 
consecrated. In honour of this manifestation of the divine 
blessing, we burn the lights of A249n, or, ** the inauguration,” 
while our prayers and thanksgivings convey our gratitude to 
the Most High, who nerved the arms of his servants, and 
saved his people from extermination or apostasy.—M. J. R. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
Religious Discourses.—A respected correspondent calls 
our attention to the eagerness for spiritual imstruction which 
was indicated by the crowded state of the hall of the Great 
Synagogue last Sabbath, when a discourse was delivered by a. 
new aspirant for the office of public teacher. ‘* The young 
man,” say our correspondent, ‘‘ is evidently imbued with the 
right spirit, and I will much rather commend the courage 
which induces him to step forth in such a cause,.than animad- 
vert upon detects in style or other particulars, which after all 
are not so much his own reproach as that of the community at 
large, who have so long neglected, and who still neglect, to 
provide the opportunities which might give to pious zeal 
and studious disposition, those advantages in general litera- 
ture, that knowledge of mankind, and that mode of com- 
manding their respect and influencing their conduct, which 
are as essential to a public teacher, as an acquaintance with the 
learning of the ancients, however profound it may be.” 

Liverpool—We hear from this town, that on Sunday, the 
28th November, the Rev. D. M. Isaacs was appointed to the 
office of secretary to this congregation: he will fill this post 
in addition to his former appointment in Liverpool, having 
already resigned the office of lecturer to the Manchester con- 
gregation. 

ews’ Infant School.—The applicants continue much more 
numerous than can be admitted. The following donations ~ 
have been received since our last report -— 

From Messrs. Meredith and Punnett, the surveyors, £5 5s. ; 
S. L. De Symons, Esq., one dozen of readmg gar ce Miss 
Goldsmid, a quantity of toys; Mrs. F. H. Goldsmid, ditto ; 
Mrs. Phillips, Streatham, Berlin wool and canvass; Sampson 
Samuel, Esq., fifty slates; Benjamin Moses, Esq., a set of door 
mats, and one dozen of hoops. 

The Herts Reformer furnished us with the following as hav- 
ing occured at the quarterly meeting of the governors of an en- 
dowed school at Bedford :—** The Chairman said there was one 
case in which he wished to take the opinion of the board. There 
was a boy of the name of Lyon, in the Commercial School, 
who, being of the Jewish persuasion, absented himself on the 
Hebrew feast and fast days. This interfered with the dis- 
cipline of the school; and, on the master complaining, Mrs. 
Lyon said that she could not conscientiously allow the boy 
to attend on those days, and requested that his absence might 
be permitted; and, if that were refused, she should be 
compelled to take him away altogether. The case stood thus, 
ainl the question now was, whether the trustees would allow 
the boys of the Jewish persuasion to absent themselves on 


‘the feast and fast days, which came very frequently.—Mr. 


5 
| 
| 
i 
| 
4 
| 
| 
> 
4 
* 
| 
* 
fa 
Py 
? 
| 
| 
| 


46 


Moore, the master, was present; and, in answer to a question, | 


stated that the boy attended the school on his Sabbath, but 
refused to touch a pen, submitting, however, to the other 
regulations of the school.—The Rev. E. Lockwood said, while 
on the one hand they looked to liberality (which he made a 
point of doing), still, on the other, they ought to look to the 
support of, and conformity to, the doctrines of the established 
church, under the principles of which this school was founded. 
—Mr. White. differed with Mr. Lockwood: this was not a 
church of England school. Sir William Harpur founded it 
for the instruction of all ponerse, 
one.thing to be regarded as more important even than the 
regulations of the school—namely, the sanctity of conscience. 
This was his feeling, and it was the feeling of the present day. 
The Jews could now hold civil offices, and the 


In his opinion, there was | 


— 


legislature had | 


removed some of the burdens under which they have been | 


so long suffering; and what were the trustees about to do? 


_(Dayanim) is eight, tl 


Why, act in direct opposition to this feeling, and drive away | 
the poor Jewish boys from partaking of the benefit of the | 


schools! In another respect it was impolitic. If these boys 
were continued at the schools, they would very frequently have 
the Testament put in their way, which, if driven away, they 
might not have; and thus good would be prevented. Besides 
this, it might be dangerous for the trustees to impose such 
exclusive restrictions; it might subject them to a chancery 
suit, and it was well known that the last was not conducted 
by the individuals directly concerned, but by the wealthy Jews 


ot London. He should certainly oppose any restrictions of | 


the kind.—Dr. Mesham did not wish to prevent the Jews 
having the advantage of the schools, but the Jews shut them- 
selves out by refusing to conform to the regulations.—It was 
then moved by Mr. Barnard, seconded by Mr. Browne, and 
carried by a majority of twelve to six—* That a punctual and 
regular attendance be required of all boys at the schools, 
without reference to their religious opinions’ !!—Mr. Livius 
entered a protest against a resolution worded in that style 
being eR dio the resolution of the trustees of this charity.” 

The above article has been copied into a provincial journal 
of some importance, and headed * persecution of the Jews :” 
the proceeding being characterised as a “ specimen of country 
bigotry.” //'e are unwilling to employ so strong a term, but 
regret that the advocate for “the sanctity of conscience,” 
should have descended from that high ground to argue the 
propriety of ** putting the Testament in the way” of a mere 

oy. There are few adult Jews who do not see the book, 
and it should suffice that the matured judgment is brought 
to bear upon it. A want of tolerant consideration for the 
scruples of conscience, is not commonly found in endowed 
schools; for we know some in which Jewish boys are not 
only excused from attendance altogether on the sabbath day, 
but from attendance during the opening (Christian) prayer, 
and from reading the Testament; but notwithstanding all 
this, can it be true, ‘* that the education of the Jewish youth 
is never safe except under Jewish charge’? We cannot dismiss the 
subject without alluding to the impropriety of allowing the boy 
in question to attend at all on the Sabbath. Among us, a secular 
education is deemed incompatible with the offices of that day, 
and we do not recognise in this case a single feature which 
could be held to excuse it, | 

From Carlisle’s description of the endowed Grammar schools 
of England and Wales, we find, that the school was established 
in 1866. The income of the Harpur charity which supports it 
was in 1818 above 6000/. per. annum. By an act passed in 
1793 the government of th 
Licutenant of the county of Bedford, the county and town 
members, the members of the corporation, the master and 
usher of the school and eighteen other inhabitants. 

The rules of the school, as fixed by the act of parliament, state 
broadly that all the children of inhabitants who shall come 
to the school to be educated “ shall be taught and instructed ; ” 
the only restriction being that no boy be admitted after the 

of fourteen; but by regulations fixed in 1811, the hours 
school attendance are defined, and the power of excusi 


want of punctuality or occasional absence, seems to be vest 
in the master of the school. 
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FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE, 


bstance of 
tantinople.—The German papers give the su 

a by the Ex-Rabbi of 
Chayim, to the Rabbi A Kohn, in Hohenems it 
formation on eight points of enquiry concerning “ | 
Jews. Ist. The chief Rabbi has full power to enforce pious 
observance, and to punish offenders. 2nd. To 
is appointed a learned man, who frequently, at the o ee Oo " 
service, gives instruction to the people from some - yn , 
in the language of the country. 3rd. th ave 
adopted the rule to study a chapter of See pn after the _ | 
vice, and before commencing their business avocations. th. 
Teachers of the Talmudic branches who keep schools, are 
spread about in various quarters, there are about 30 in Con- 
stantinople: they are for the most part extremely poor, - is 
the community generally. 5th. The number of judges 
vey are the best informed men on such 
subjects, and determine questions ofa pecuniary or matrimonial 
character: they constitute two Beth-din’s, one held ina distant 
part of the town, the other in the house of the Chacham Bashi, 
who regulates both, and who decides in doubtful cases. 6th. 
The appointed teachers have a small stipend from the public 
purse, osiden which, some give private lessons in the families 


of the more wealthy, receiving their fees monthly: most of 
these live very humbly, only six make a good living. 7th. 


Military service is not performed by Jews at all, nor is it re- 
quired of them. 8th, The synodical decree of Rabbi Gershom, 
is respected in Turkey also; no one dares to take two wives: at 
the performance of the marriage ceremony the bridegroom must 
swear that during the life of his present wife, he will take no 
second, 

The Smyrna Jews.—Reports of a truly discouraging nature 
have been circulated as regards the manner in which the aid of 
our Jewish brethren is likely to be distributed to this afflicted | 


population. Some amounts have been remitted specially to 


Jewish authorities, and these are accused of a disregard to 
‘the necessities of the flesh, and a disposition to engross all for 


e school was vested in the Lord | 


spiritual purposes; such as the building of a synagogue, the 
endowing of a Beth-medrash, ke. On the other hand, it is 
openly boasted that the daily bread of the starving Jews, sup- 
lied by the general fund to which their European brethren 
an so liberally contributed, is, with the consent of the com- 
mittee of succour, doled out through the medium of apostate 
Jews, (missionaries of the English Conversion Society,) who 
abuse the opportunity, to influence the poor- creatures to recog- 
nise Christianity, and apparently to give up their chiJdren to 
Christian training!! We hope that the needful enquiries will 
be set on foot, and that both these accounts may be disproved. 

Prussia, Berlin, \6th October.—Captain Burg, an officer 
generally esteemed, and the only Jew holding that rank, has 
received the order of the Red Eagle, fourth class; a circum- 
stance interesting, in so far as it exhibits a change of the policy » 
hitherto pursued by the Government. 

Hamburgh.—On Sunday October 31, was celebrated the 
25th anniversary of the Israelites’ Free School, in the presence 
of a large assemblage. , 

The proceedings opened with a musical performance, in 
which several distinguished vocalists took part. Dr. Kley, 
principal of the school, then delivered a discourse, chiefly upon 
the subject of education: this discourse was considered a 
masterpiece of eloquence. At its close a festive. hymn was 
sung, which had been composed by J. Seligman. After this, 
Dr. Wolffson, as a former pupil of the establishment, delivered 
a speech of acknowledgment and eulogy, addressed to the 
founders, the governors, and supporters of the establishment. 
Dr. Hahn followed, as president of the directors, with a report 
of the ‘existing state and prospects of the School, and suitable 
remarks thereupon. The proceedings closed with Weber's 
Jubel Overture (Abridged from the Hamburger Beobachter.) 

The Hamburgh prohibition ¥ an unauthorised compilati 
of aa Allgemeine Zeitung des Judenthums gives 
under date of the 2lst October, the following notification 
eraeegy in the Synagogues of Hamburgh, on the Hol 


abbath, Ist day of Marchesvan 9602, in the name of the 
hacham. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE. 


When in the year 5579 the so styled “ prayers for Sabbaths 
and Holydays,” were published here, the then existing 
ecclesiastical authorities of this place observed with profound 
regret, the arbitrary destruction of our principal prayers, 
the designed deviation from the Jewish mode of worship, 
and the unjustifiable perversion of the spirit of prayer, by 
the erasing and remodelling of the passages relating to our 
religious future, viz. those relating to ‘‘ redemption,” ** Messiah,” 
and ‘* resurrection.”” In consequence thereof, the said 
authorities formally prohibited the before mentioned book, 
on the 2nd day, 26th of Tishri, 5579, in the following Terms. 

‘The Bethdin cautions and notifies to every Israelite, that 
he do not use this book for prayer, and that whosoever prays 
therefrom, will not have thereby performed the obligation 
of prayer.” (1025 Adan nain xd.) 

his earnest caution has, by the help of God, not failed 
of its purpose, for no Jew has hitherto deemed his obligatory 
prayers performed by means of the said book. 

And now, as a new edition of the said book has just been 
published, purpoting to be “* Prayers of the Israelites,” by 
which, however, these organic deficiencies have not in 
any wise been supplied, but on the contrary, the declaration 
is put forth in the preface, that the main principles which 
called the New Prayer Book into existence, 23 years since, 
remain unchanged: and, inasmuch as the arbitrary mutilation, 
omission, deviation, and frivolous meddling with spiritual 
promises, characterise also this present book; and apply 
the same wanton treatment of what is sacred to nearly all 
the prayers and blessings, mutilating and destroying them 
haviler; it becomes an imperative duty to remove this stumbling 
block from the path of the members of our community, who 
are zealous for the name of God, and mindful of his commandments 
and thus publicly to declare, that the aforementioned prohibition; 
of the Bethdin, dated 5579, against the employment of the 
said book, for Sabbaths and Holydays, is hereby repeated, in 
the most comprehensive manner, against the new edition, 
styled “ Prayers of the Israelites,” and it is thus prohibited to 
use the same for obligatory prayers and blessings accordingly. 
Hamburgh, 2nd day of the week, 26th of Tishri, 5602. 

(Signed, ) ISAAC BERNAYS, Chacham. 


German papers have just reached us, we have made some 
interesting extracts, but they must necessarily stand over for 
our next number. | 


REVIEWS. 

We have just risen from the perusal of the two little books 
advertised in our last page, as the Ist and: 2nd numbers 
of “The Cheap Jewish. Library.” We recognise with real 
satisfaction such manifestations of activity in those who desire 
the improvement of our humbler classes, ‘‘ by the culture and 
discipline of the mind and heart.” The inculcation of instruc- 
tion 3 means of interesting tales was originally announced 
as one feature of our own plan, and the friend who undertook 
to furnish these tales, is even now at work upon them; mean- 
while, we rejoice to find others so able and so willing to 
provide the wants of the humbler classes, in tales of a still 
more popular character. It will, however, be necessary, 
as we think, to reduce the price, if possible, more nearly to 
that of other tracts for similar purposes, It is a coincidence, 
but not a strange one, that it was only this week a friend 
was consulting us on the practicability of providing tracts for the 
poor, by separate impressions of suitable articles of a doctrinal 
character, printed, a priori, in our own columns. It is possible to 
super add doctrinal information, and needful expositions to ‘* The 
Cheap Jewish Library,’ and to that publication we cheerfully 
leave the good work. As a proof of its claims upon our 
gratitude and good wishes we give an extract from the preface. 

‘¢ Amongst the many means that have hitherto been employed 
to inculcate religious truths and principles of morality, none 
have proved more efficient than the publication of tracts, 
in the form of tales, combining instruction and entertainment. 
This plan has therefore been adopted in the present instance ; 
and, inspired as it is by feelings of the sincerest sympathy 


and good will, it is hoped that it may be both acceptable 
and useful, and that those to whom the cheap Jewish library 
is affectionately inscribed, may give it a place in their homes, 


-making it not an unfrequent companion of their leisure hours, 


of their cheerful firesides, and of their peaceful sabbaths. 
‘Should it be the means of aiding any of our brethren in 
the achievement of their noblest task, the culture and discipline 
of the mind and heart, of attaching any more fervently to the 
religion of their forefathers; or of cheering, comforting, and 
a any under the toils and cares of the world, its 
authors’ object will be attained, and their labour fully 
rewarded.” 


Our attention has just been called to the Magazine of the 
City Mission for December. Its leading article contains 
copious extracts from our four first numbers, selected in 
a fair spirit. We have neither time nor space at present for 
further exemplification of the opinions entertained ‘of our 
labours by the Committee of the London City Mission, than this 
last paragraph of their remarks— 

‘A converted Jew, of respectable family connexions, whose 
Christian character has been tried for some years, is now 
under examination, and, if approved by the examiners, will be 
immediately appointed to visit the Jews in their own houses 
in different parts of London. His labours will be entirely 
confined to the Jews.” 

The crying evils which the very next article in the Magazine 
develops, under the title ‘‘ A Scene in the Centre of the 
Metropolis,” gives harrowing details concerning ‘‘ masses of 
human beings sunk in poverty, ignorance, wretchedness, and 
many of them, in crime.” If we did not believe the melancholy 
truth, we also might ask a question, which the writer proposes, 
‘Is this in the centre of London, in the month of November, 
A. D., 1841? Is it possible?’’ But though we need not ask 
this question, we will ask another; why, with the following 
admission concerning thousands who ought to be curisTIANs, 
will those who are responsible for their not being so, offer 
premiums for hypocrisy among believing Jews? Here is the 
admission, ‘* We have two Missionaries constantly employed 
on Cow-cross District and on Field-Lane District, but the state 
of the population is such in localities contiguous to these 
districts, that several more Missionaries might be most effi- 
ciently engaged.” 


ANTI-JEWISH SCHOOLS FOR INFANTS. 


Sir,—The subject alluded to in your last number, viz., 
that of schools established and supported by members of a 
different faith to our own, to which the infants of our poorer 
brethren are entrapped, (ostensibly for receiving an ordinary 
education, but really, or at least virtually, for porpoees of 
preselytiaia,) is of such paramount importance, that | trust I may 

e excused trespassing on your valuable columns in order to 
point out what appears to me a fit remedy for this great and 
growing evil, an evil which, if not checked speedily and _ per- 
manently, will produce consequences alarming to every sincere 
believer in our holy religion: notwithstanding that 1 am ready 
to admit it has been watched over by an omniscient Providence 
at all times, and in none more so than at the present, as proved 
by a variety of circumstances which have recently occurred,. 
and of which perhaps the providential discovery of covert 
design in the case to which I am now alluding, is not the least 
important. Yet as human agency is the means by which in 
these degenerate days His acts are manifested, it behoves us 
to put our own shoulders to the wheel, and then the call for 


.God’s assistance will assuredly not be unsuccessful. 


I would, Sir, more particularly allude to schools similar to 


that in the neighbourhood of Spitalfields, at which the system 
is rather of a different character to the rest; for while at other 


schools, both infant and adult, the purpose if not avowed, is at 
least implied, and the parents in sending their children may be 
said to do so with their eyes open; in this school, the children 
have been entrapped (for I know of no other term suitable) 
under the pledge given by the manager, that conversion was 
foreign to the intention of the supporters of the school, and 
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that nothing would be permitted to be taught which could, in | 


the slightest degree, be considered inimical to_ the principles 
of the faith of Israel. Thrown off their guard by these repre- 
scutations, parents not entirely of the lowest class among us, 
have been induced to permit their children to attend these 
schools, though they would have shrunk with abhorrence from 
any, even the most distant, probability of their children imbib- 
ing Improper principles (by this I mean princi les adverse to 
our holy religion). Indeed, Sir, so well were their plans laid, 
that the writer of this communication, one too who flatters 
himself as not of the credulous sort, was nearly imposed on by 
their statements. Supported as they were said to be, (no doubt 
falsely,) by the approval, after due investigation, by some of the 
ecclesiastical authorities of our nation, both German and Por- 
tuguese. Providentially, Sir, however, the mask has fallen off, 
and by the indiscreet zeal of some of its supporters who brought 
down an apostate to instil his poison into the ears of the little 
innocents; this school has proved to be of the same character 
as the rest, but the more dangerous because the more insidious. 
My object, Sir, in thus circumstantially drawing the atten- 
tion of the community to these circumstances, even at the risk 
of being considered tedious, 1s, as 1 have stated, to point out 
what appears to me, as well as to many with whom I have con- 
versed on the matter, to be the proper steps to be taken in this 
affair. In the first place, Sir, let me observe, that all harsh 
measures towards the poor, such as depriving them of benefits, 
anathematizing them, and other means of a similar tendency, 
could not but savour of persecution, and so give a handle to our 
antagonists ; for it has been proved that for every benefit (such 
as sJothee, money, &c.,) they are precluded from obtaining 
among us, the opposite party (whose funds for this purpose at 
least appear inexhaustible), will give twofold ; thus defeating 
the object in view. No, Sir, the mode I would recommend is, 
a more vigilant supervision of the work of education, Jewish 
education, among us, and I would at once bring to bear 
friendly remonstrances ina direct manner upon the parents them- 
selves, who, as I before said, regard with feelings of proper in- 
dignation all means having for their object, directly or indirectly, 
the apostasy of those near and dear to them. I would earnestly 
suggest that the matter be taken up by those influential indivi- 
duals who are at the present moment at the head of the educa- 
tional establishments among us, and surely none can be more 
fitting to investigate wheretore it 1s that one of our institutions, 
‘-having accommodation for hundreds more than it at present 
receives, should be so unpopular with the poorer classes, that 
they should resort to an impure source for the instruction of 
their children. 1 would desire, Sir, that means be adopted for 
promoting a unity of purpose among existing establishments, 


a result which might, nay, lam sure would be attended by | 
results the most salutary to all of them, and especially fo the : 


classes for whose benefit they are instituted, because opportuni- 


ties would thereby be afforded for needful improvements.in the | 


various systems of religious and moral instruction now pursued. 
To conclude, then, Sir, 1 would recommend that a conjoint 
meeting of the managers of our educational charities, with such 
other persons as are interested in the matter, be immediately 
convened, at which meeting the facts I have stated having been 
duly verified, gentlemen might in the first instance volunteer 
to call upon and remonstrate with the individual parents: and 
in the next place, the causes of unpopularity of existing institu. 
tions having been ascertained, to provide a remedy for the 
present evil, and prevent its recurrence. 


1 am, Sir, your constant reader, 


M.D. 


Articies the Messiah, continued from Ni 5 
Report of the Departure of the Chief Rabbi of Olden att 


b 
for his new post at Emden, and of his Farewell Sermon ron’ 
our own correspondent. | 


A Tale of Damascus 

the "pice of 
view of Newman's Emendations of the A i 

of ~ Old Testament. e Authorised Version 
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Further progress of education : an evening School for working 


men, opened by Mr. Moss Myers, of the mn synbp School” 


in the nineteenth century (rritten Jor 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 


triday 27thof 10th Dec. 3rd Sabbath at 34° P.M. 
28 « 4th “ portion of week 
S 29 sé 12 5 

Tues 1 do. 2nd day. 

Friday 4 17  “ Sabbath p.m. 

Sabb. 5 portion of the week 
Thurs. 10 “« 93 Fast of 


* In commemoration of the commencement of the Siege of J erusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar, a.M. 3336. 


—_ 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


nian Society for Supporting the Aged 
Needy.—We have received a very long letter from a sub- 
scriber to this truly benevolent Society, for which we are 
wholly unable at present to find space, he alludes to the 
enclosure of a notice of ‘ an election for one pensioner on the 
23d January, 1842.” The notice was not enclosed in his letter. 

Emigration.—The letter on this subject, and the enclosed 
circular, dated 1835, are received. We fear that our corres- 
pondent's object would not be served by a mere republication, 
unless at least the two ‘‘ survivors” would unite in the appeal, 

G. P. B’s letter arrived too late for our present number, 
he will perceive that we had previously prepared a notice 
of one of the works to which he refers. We thank him for 
calling our attention to the others. 

Birmingham.—Our correspondent’s report reached, (as he 
‘feared that it would,) too late for No.6. Our readers lose the 
digest of a good Sermon in consequence. 


am 


& Respectable Jewess, wishes for a Situation as Lady’s 
A Maid, Upper Nurse, or Needle Woman. Address (pre- 
paid) S. S., at the Printer’s, Camomile-street. ie tas 
PFVHE CHEAP JEWISH LIBRARY,—dedicated to the 

Working Classes. | 

No. ]. Rachael Levi, or the Young Orphan, price 3d. 

No. 2. The Way to get Rich, price 2d. 

May be had of the following Booksellers :—Donnison, Liver- 
pool-street, Bishopsgate; Reynolds, Church-row, Aldgate ; 
Abrahams and Catchpool, Houndsditch ; and Sampson, Rich- 
mond-buildings, Dean-street, Soho. 


To the Editor of “ The Voice of Jacob.” 


Sir, 


It is perhaps not generally known, that with a view to 
carry into effect the general and oft repeated desire of the 
community, that an Institution should be formed for the 
training of Native Jewish Youths, for the various ecclesiastical 
offices connected with our Holy Religion, and for combining 
the Study of the Holy Law, and Hebrew literature, with a 
sound English education; some benevolent individuals very 
liberally contributed towards a fund, with which commodious 
sean have been purchased, in Smith’s Buildings, Leadenhall 

treet, and additions and alterations made to suit the purposes 
of the proposed establishment, at a cost of upwards of £1200. 
The building being now very nearly ready for the reception 
of Students, a meeting was held on Monday Evening last 
at the Vestry Room of the Great Synagogue, when it was 
resolved, that a general meeting should shortly be called 
aud an appeal made to the public, which it is confidentl 
hoped will be responded to in such a manner as to justi 
the anticipation of complete success to this most important 


institution. I am Sir, vour most obedient servant, 


No. 17, South Street, Finsbury Square. 
Dec. 8th, 5602. oe SIMEON OPPENHEIM. 


Honorary S : 
| Received at too late an hour for comment or observation. Ep.] 


London: Published by Paternoster Row: 


Valentine, Houndsditch; Bo Ci 
Richmond Buildings, Dean Street, Scho. Sampson, 13, . 


Printed by E. Varry, 27, Camomile Street, Bishopsgate. 


| 
; 
¥ 
| 
| 
2: & 
at 
| 
; 
3 
| 
- 
| 
| 
4 
| 
j 
- 
| 
4 
a 


